
Rose 
 
Have the head of a rose so that you can take the petals off, or have a basket of rose 
petals that you can use. 

 
The rose that was ________ has withered and died.  She has gone back to that 
wonderful Creator who forms us, the Source of all Love.  But she has left behind her 
many petals of love that we will remember her by.  There are the petals of laughter, a 
wonderful sense of humour, incredible wisdom, giving, caring, sharing, and receiving 
love, friendship, spirituality, love of music and dancing and playing cards, especially 
Bridge, love of people—family and friends, hard work, the love of gardening.  
(change or modify this list to reflect the qualities of the deceased)  
 
Pick up a rose petal and let it fall around the urn or on the coffin as each of these is 
named. 
 
Remember and cherish these gifts of love in your hearts; always keep connected to that 
eternal Source of Love, that these petals may grow strong within you, blossoming with 
the light of love, to shine for all to see.   
 
Other ideas 
 
Hymn – In the Bulb There is a Flower 
 
 
Scripture – Matthew 6:25-34 – do not worry about your life 
 
 
Graveside - often families will each place a single flower on the coffin or urn. 
 
 
My mother-in-law’s funeral was quite a small gathering and the interment of ashes was 
to be at a later time.  During the service, my father-in-law was invited to place a single 
rose on the urn.  Then the rest of the family was invited to come forward and pick up 
some rose petals from a basket and let them fall on the urn.  The song “The Rose” was 
played from a CD while this was happening.  I found it to be very powerful and helpful to 
begin to let go.  
 
If it is a bigger funeral, this could be done at the cemetery where all could be invited to 
pick up some petals and let them float down onto the coffin or urn as a symbol of letting 
go, releasing the loved one into the cycle of life.  
 
 


