
Candles 
 
Candles can be used in all sorts of ways.  Sometimes I have a candle (usually a pillar 
candle) on a table at the front and light it near the beginning of the service with the 
following words (or similar): 
 
We light this candle as a symbol of ________’s life.  His/her life was filled with the light 
of Holy Love and it shone through him/her in all that s/he did. 
 
At the end of the service, just before the blessing, extinguish the candle with the words: 
 
________’s life here on earth has ended and so we put out the light. 
 
Several candles could be used.  The centre candle would be in memory of the 
deceased.  This could be a pillar candle perhaps in the deceased’s favourite colour.  
Several other candles (tapers) could be placed in a circle around the pillar candle and 
the following words said:   
  
The centre candle was lit in memory of ________’s life.  I light these other candles now 
in memory of some of the ways ________ let God’s love shine through him/her to 
others. 
 
 ** his/her peaceful, quiet nature 

 ** his/her gentle joking and teasing 

 ** his/her kind-heartedness, the way s/he would do anything for anyone 

 
List other attributes of the deceased.  You may want to have as many candles as there 
are people in the immediate family so that each could take one home in memory of their 
beloved.  Perhaps the central candle would be for the spouse and the others for 
children, for example. 
 
When the single, centre candle is extinguished, the others are left lit with the following 
words: 
 
________’s life here on earth is ended so we put out the flame.  But the light of his/her 
loving ways shines on through all of you.  Tend these flames of love so that ________ 
may live on in you in all those ways that are now a part of you.  May all you do and say 
be through, with, and in that Holy Presence of Love! 
 
Other ideas 
 
Hymn – Jesus Bids Us Shine 


